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TRUMP IMPEACHED 
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“Today we are here to defend democracy for the people,” House Speaker Nancy Pelosi of California said Wednesday as the House of Representatives began debate on the articles 
of impeachment against President Donald Trump. 


President now faces trial in Senate 


BY LISA MASCARO 
AND MARY CLARE JALONICK 


Associated Press 


President Donald Trump was 
impeached by the U.S. House of 
Representatives Wednesday 
night, becoming only the third 
American chief executive to be 


formally charged under the 


Constitution’s ultimate remedy 
for high crimes and misdemean- 


ors. 
The historic vote split along 


party lines, much the way it has 


divided the nation, over the 


charges that the 45th president 


abused the power of his office 


by enlisting a foreign govern- 
ment to investigate a political 


rival ahead of the 2020 election. 


The House then approved a 


second charge, that he obstruct- 
ed Congress in its investigation. 
The articles of impeachment, 


the political equivalent of an 


indictment, now go to the Sen- 


ate for trial. If Trump is acquit- 
ted by the Republican-led cham- 
ber, as expected, he would have 
to run for reelection carrying the 
enduring mark of impeachment 
on his purposely disruptive pres- 
idency. 

Democrats led Wednesday 
night’s voting, framed in what 


many said was their duty to 
protect the Constitution and 
uphold the nation’s system of 
checks and balances. Repub- 
licans stood by their party’s 
leader, who has frequently test- 
ed the bounds of civic norms. 


SEE TRUMP, 7A 


Man gets prison for 
effort at radioactive 
poisoning of friend 


BY MICHAEL GORDON 
mgordon@charlotteobserver.com 


To a resume that includes his 
years as an honor student along 
with a moral code that led his 
family to nickname him “An- 
gel,” Bryant Budi can now add 


the following: 

First person in U.S. history 
convicted of trying to buy ra- 
dioactive material to commit a 
murder. 

For that distinction, the 28- 
year-old Matthews man was 
sentenced by a Charlotte feder- 
al judge last week to 78 months 


in prison. 

“I can’t apologize enough,” 
Budi wrote in a hand-printed 
letter in late November to U.S. 
District Judge Robert Conrad of 
Charlotte. “It was risky, sense- 
less behavior, and I realized it 
as soon as the authorities pre- 
vented my intended misdeed. I 
truly thank God that no phys- 
ical harm has occurred.” 

Roommates often have fall- 
ing outs. But court documents 
reveal that Budi’s dispute with 
his roommate festered for more 
than a year, and that he went to 
extraordinary lengths in the 
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Appeals court rules part of 
Obama’s health law invalid 


Associated Press 


NEW ORLEANS 

The “individual mandate” of 
former President Barack Oba- 
ma’s health care law is invalid, 
but other parts of the law need 
further review, a federal appeals 
court ruled Wednesday. 

The 2-1 ruling handed down 
by a panel of the 5th U.S. Circuit 
Court of Appeals in New Or- 


leans largely sidestepped what 
happens to some of the most 
popular parts of the Affordable 
Care Act such as protections for 
those with pre-existing condi- 
tions, Medicaid expansion and 
the ability for children under the 
age of 26 to remain on their 
parents insurance. 

The panel agreed with Texas- 
based U.S. District Judge Reed 
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